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SUBJECT: VISIT OF AFL-CIO DELEGATION 

1 . FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 1972 A HIGH LEVEL DELEGATION FROM 
THE AFL-CIO VISITED INDIA MARCH 13-20 FOR MEETINGS WITH THEIR 
INDIAN COUNTERPARTS. THE GROUP, WHICH INCLUDED VICE PRESIDENTS 
MARTIN WARD AND J.C. TURNER, DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
ERNEST LEE, AND AAFLI EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MORRIS PALADINO, MET 
WITH THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP OF THE INTUC IN NEW DELHI AND OF THE 
HMS IN BOMBAY. BOTH INDIAN CONFEDERATIONS WENT OUT OF THEIR WAY 
TO ROLL OUT THE RED CARPET FOR THEIR VISITORS AND HOSTED DINNERS 
IN THEIR HONOR. THE FOLLOWING ARE THE VIEWS OF THE INDIAN TRADE 
UNIONISTS ON THE AFL-CIO VISIT AS COMMUNICATED TO THE LABOR 
COUNSELOR: 

2. INTUC: THE LARGEST NON-COMMUNIST CONFEDERATION SAW THE 
VISIT AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO PUT ITS RELATIONS WITH THE AFL-CIO 
ON A STRENGTHENED, REGULAR BASIS. THE INTUC LEADERS URGED 
THAT THE AMERICANS RETURN TO THE ICFTU AND THE ILO AND MADE A 
SPECIAL PITCH FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
UNION MOVEMENT WHICH WOULD PROMOTED THE CREATION OF A NEW INTER- 
NATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER. THIS PROPOSAL RECEIVED SPECIAL EM- 
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PHASIS IN A PAGE ONE ACCOUNT OF THE VISIT IN THE INTUC WEEKLY, 

"THE INDIAN WORKER", WHICH PRAISED AFL-CIO PRESIDENT MEANY AND 
CALLED ON HIM TO OFFER HIS LEADERSHIP TO THE NEW ORGANIZATION. 
(COMMENT: THE INTUC IS UNHAPPY WITH THE LEADERSHIP OF THE ASIAN 
REGIONAL ORGANIZATION OF THE ICFTU, AND ITS CALL FOR A NEW INTER 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION IN PART PROBABLY REFLECTS THAT POSITION.) 

THE INTUC UNDERTOOK TO PREPARE A PAPER ON ITS PROPOSAL FOR 
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CONSIDERATION BY THE AFL-CIO. 

3. THE QUESTION OF ASSISTANCE FROM AAFLI WAS ALSO RAISED WITH 

THE INTUC LEADERS WHO TOOK THE POSITION THAT THE TIME WAS NOT YET 
RIPE FOR SUCH A RELATIONSHIP. (COMMENT: IN THE PAST, THE INTUC 
WAS TOTALLY ADVERSE TO WORKING WITH AAFLI. THEIR PRESENT POSTURE 
REFLECTS THE FACT THAT THE CONFEDERATION WILL HOLD A NATIONAL 
CONVENTION IN MAY AT WHICH TIME THERE PROBABLY WILL BE A RE- 
ALIGNMENT OF LEADERS (PRESIDENT BHAGAVATI MAY STEP DOWN) AND THE 
ORGANIZATION WILL CONSIDER ITS RELATIONSHIP TO THE POLITICAL PARTIES. 
UNTIL THIS TAKES PLACE, THE QUESTION OF AAFLI WILL BE HELD IN 
ABEYANCE. 

4. ALL THE INTUC LEADERS WITH WHOM WE HAVE SPOKEN EXPRESSED THEIR 
APPRECIATION OFR THE AFL-CIO VISIT AND THEIR OPINION THAT IT WAS 
HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL. THEY LOOK FORWARD TO REGULAR EXCHANGES 
WITH THE AFL-CIO IN THE FUTURE. (COMMENT: WE ARE PARTICULARLY 
IMPRESSED NOT ONLY BY THE RECEPTION WHICH THE INTUC ACCORDED THE 
AMERICAN DELEGATION BUT BY ITS WILLINGNESS TO PUBLICIZE IT. 

THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN UNTHINKABLE DURING THE LAST FEW YEARS. COPIES 
OF THE "INDIAN WORKER"' ARE BEING POUCHED TO LABOR AND STATE). 

5. HMS: THE AFL-CIO MET WITH THE MAHESH DESAI (GENERAL SECRETARY) 
FACTION IN BOMBAY. DESAI TOLD US THAT IN HIS OPINION THE VISIT 
WENT VERY WELL, AND HE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE SUCH EXCHANGES 
TAKE PLACE ON A REGULAR BASIS. THE OBSTACLE TO DOING THIS IS THAT 
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THE HMS LACKS RESOURCES TO SEND REPRESENTATIVES TO THE US, AND IT IS 
NOT CORRECT FOR THE HOSPITALITY TO BE ONE-SIDED. DESAI NOTED 
THAT HMS EXPECTED TO HOLD ITS NATIONAL CONVENTION IN MAY OR JUNE 
TO UNITE THE ORGANIZATION WHICH SPLIT OVER THE ISSUE OF SUPPORTING 
THE INDIRA GANDHI REGIME AND THE EMERGENCY. AFTER THAT TAKES 
PLACE, THE HMS WILL BE PREPARED TO CONSIDER WORKING WITH AAFLI. 

HE SAID THAT HE PERSONALLY WOULD FAVOR IT. 

6. THE AFL-CIO DELEGATION ALSO MET WITH A. N. BUCH, PRESIDENT 

OF THE TEXTILE LABOUR ASSOCIATION (AHMED AB AD) WHICH HAS BEEN 
EXPANDING ITS ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OF GUJARAT STATE. BUCH URGED 
THE AFL-CIO TO TREAT HIS ORGANIZATION ON A PAR WITH THE OTHER 
CONFEDERATIONS. HE TOLD THE LABOR COUNSELOR THAT PROGRAMS WITH 
AAFLI WERE A POSSIBILITY DEPENDING ON HOW THEY WERE STRUCTURED. 

7. COMMENT: THE VISIT OF THE AFL-CIO DELEGATION REPRESENTS AN 
IMPORTANT STEP IN PROMOTING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE INDIAN AND 
AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENTS. THE GOOD WILL OF THE INDIANS 
TOWARD THEIR AMERICAN COUNTERPARTS WAS FURTHER ATTESTED 
BY THE RECEPTION ACCORDED AMBASSADOR LEONARD WOODCOCK BY 
THE INTUC. THE AMBASSADOR, WHO WAS IN NEW DELHI TO ATTEND 
THE LABOR ATTACHES' CONFERENCE, WAS WARMLY RECEIVED AS 
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PRESIDENT EMERITUS OF THE UAW. THE PROBLEM NOW IS TO 
PRESERVE SOME OF THE MOMENTUM GENERATED BY THE AFL-CIO 
VISIT TO ENSURE THAT THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE INDIAN AND 
AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENTS CONTINUES. 

GOHEF.N 
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